
Newly elected Mwandi 
Member of Parliament Iris 
Kaingu says her inde-
pendent status will not 
prevent her from working 
with President Hakainde 
Hichilema and the ruling 
administration.

Speaking in an inter-
view, Ms Kaingu em-
phasized that political 
differences should not 
hinder national develop-
ment, noting the distinct 

By Alex Maboshe roles of the executive and 
legislative branches.

“President Hakainde 
Hichilema is President 
for all Zambians, and he 
deserves the respect that 
his office requires,” Ms 
Kaingu said.

 “He is the head of the 
executive, and I am part 
of the legislature. So we 
will have to work to-
gether.”

Kaingu, whose father, 
Michael Kaingu, previ-
ously served two terms as 
Mwandi MP secured her 

seat as an independent 
after an unsuccessful 
2021 bid under the PF 
ticket.

She outlined plans to 
use her first 100 days 
in office to establish a 
phased strategy address-
ing Mwandi’s pressing 
challenges.

She said she will 
expand access to clean 
water for residents and 
livestock, and improving 
healthcare facilities.

Upgrade school build-
ings, roads, and extending 

mobile network coverage 
to the 70 percent of the 
district currently without 
service and also tap into 
local agriculture and 
timber resources to boost 
the area’s economy.

Ms Kaingu reaffirmed 
her focus on serving her 
constituency, saying her 
primary duty is to repre-
sent the roughly 40,000 
residents of Mwandi 
District who placed their 
trust in her.

I’ll work with UPND, says Iris Kaingu

‘Embrace losing 
camps’ …HH tells UPND members not to 

provoke supporters of losing candidates
(Page 2)
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President Elect Hakainde Hichilema

A 20 year old man of 
Nkhade Village under 
Chief Mshawa in Chipan-
gali District has allegedly 
defiled and impregnated 
a 13 year old girl.

Eastern Province Com-
manding Officer Robert-
son Mwemba confirmed 
the matter stating that it 
was reported at Chipata 
Central Police Station yes-
terday around 12:02 hours 
by 38 year old Benjamin 
Sakala of the same village.

Mr. Sakala reported that 
his 13-year-old daugh-
ter, who is a Grade Four 
pupil at Kawambe Primary 
School.

The alleged incident is 
said to have occurred in 
April 2026 at around 21:00 
hours in Nkhade Village. 

The suspect has been 
named as Danny Gama, a 
Malawian national resid-
ing in the same village.

Police sources indicate 
that the suspect allegedly 
proposed a relationship 
to the girl, which she ac-
cepted. 

He is then said to have 

arranged for her to be 
called to his house, where 
he allegedly had sexual 
intercourse with her. 

Mr. Mweemba revealed 
that the encounters 
reportedly continued on 
several occasions until the 
girl missed her menstrual 
period.

The victim is currently 
five months and three 
weeks pregnant. 

Her mother, later 
questioned her about 
a possible pregnancy, 
and the girl admitted it 
and named Gama as the 
person responsible.

Following yesterday’s 
report , the girl was issued 
with a medical report 
form and referred to 
Chipata Central Hospital 
for examination. 

No arrest has been 
made so far.Police inves-
tigations into the matter 
are ongoing.

Man defiles, impregnates 
G4 pupil By Alex Maboshe
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UPND Alliance Member High-
vie Hamududu has confessed 
that the National Recon-
ciliation Party for Unity and 
Prosperity-NRPUP- gave the 
UPND a good run in the just 
ended general election.

Speaking when he featured 
on phoenix FM’s Tuesday’s 
edition of Let the People Talk 
Programme m, Mr. Hamududu 
said the party’s performance 
was commendable, consider-
ing that it was formed only 
a month before the election 
campaign period.

He said the fact that NRPUP, 
despite being a newly formed 
party, managed to mount a 
strong challenge against the 

NRPUP gave us a good 
run – Hamududu

President Elect Hakainde Hichil-
ema has urged United Party for 
National Development (UPND) 
members and their partners not 
to provoke supporters of candi-
dates who were unsuccessful in 
the just ended general election.

Mr Hichilema said elections 
should never be characterised 
by fighting and bloodshed, 
but should instead be viewed 
as a competition to serve the 
people through public office.

He said his administration 
would not discriminate against 
citizens based on how they 
voted, assuring that every 
Zambian would receive an 
equal share of the country’s 
development.

President Hichilema further 
assured the nation that the 
Government would defend and 
protect every citizen from any 
attempts to destabilise Zam-
bia’s peace and security.

He said militia behaviour 
and related schemes were 
alien to Zambia, warning that 
his administration would do 
everything possible to protect 
the country’s sovereignty and 
uphold law and order.

Speaking during his ac-

Permanent Secretary in the 
Ministry of Education (Ad-
ministration), Norian Muneku, 
has told the Ndola Magistrate 
Court how a 41-year-old man 
allegedly forged her signature 
and used fake recruitment 
letters to recruit prospective 
teachers in Ndola.

Blessings Sinyangwe of 
Northrise Township is facing 
one count of forgery, uttering 
false documents and obtain-
ing money by false pretences.

The forged letters are al-
leged to have been authored 
and signed by senior officials 
from the Ministry of Education 
headquarters in Lusaka and 
the Copperbelt Provincial of-
fices between 2018 and June 
2026.

When the matter came up 
before Magistrate Sumson 
Mumba for continuation of 
trial, Ms Muneku told the court 
that on July 26, 2026, she 
received a phone call from an 
informer who told her that he 
had come across four letters 
bearing forged signatures of 
herself and another official.

Ms Muneku said that upon 
receiving the information, she 
advised the informer to report 
the matter to police, which 
he did.

She said that sometime 
later, a police officer went to 

‘Embrace losing camps’

Kasonde Mwenda rejects election results

Edu PS testifies 
in forgery case

By Ruth Kambita
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ceptance speech after being re-
elected as Zambia’s President, 
President Hichilema thanked 
Zambians for renewing his 
mandate and for conducting 
themselves peacefully before, 
during and after the elections.

The Head of State also 
thanked God for preserving 
peace in the country and com-
mended citizens for demon-
strating political maturity by 
exercising their democratic 
rights.

He said democracy allowed 
citizens to choose leaders in 
a civilized manner, adding 
that once elected, leaders had 
a responsibility to serve all 
citizens fairly, regardless of their 
political affiliation.

President Hichilema cited 
free education, increased Con-
stituency Development Fund 
allocations and debt restructur-
ing as some of the measures 
implemented by his administra-
tion during its first term.

He said debt restructuring 
had created savings of about 
1.9 billion United States dollars 

annually, which the Govern-
ment had applied towards free 
education, CDF and other social 
programmes.

The President said the next 
five years would focus on 
economic growth through 
investment, job creation and 
increased business opportuni-
ties.

He urged Zambians to em-
brace hard work and increase 
local production, particularly in 
agriculture, saying the country 
could not depend solely on 
trading and imports.

President Hichilema ap-
pealed to citizens to celebrate 
the election results responsibly 
and avoid provoking oppo-
nents or damaging property.

“Those who did not vote for 
you are not your enemies. They 
are your brothers, sisters and 
fellow citizens,” he said.

He warned against the emer-
gence of armed militias and 
gun-related political violence, 
saying such conduct was unac-
ceptable and had no place in 
Zambia.

nounced results as a moment 
of “profound disappointment,” 
Mwenda praised opposition 
supporters for turned out to 
vote, urging them not to lose 
hope or resort to violence.

Mr. Mwenda claimed that the 
official election outcomes do 
not accurately reflect the actual 
votes cast at polling stations, 
alleging voter harassment and 
irregularities.

He revealed that leadership 
within the Tonse-Pamodzi 
Alliance has entered consulta-
tions to determine their legal 

and political course of action 
regarding the official declara-
tion.

Mr. Mwenda further revealed 
that opposition officials are cur-
rently attempting to establish 
the whereabouts and welfare of 
several party leaders and mem-
bers who remain unaccounted 
for following the poll.

He urged alliance members 
and the general public to 
remain peaceful and patient 
while leadership formulates a 
response.

her office in Lusaka with the 
four purported recruitment 
letters.

Ms Muneku told the court 
that after examining the let-
ters, she discovered that the 
signatures were not hers and 
that the documents did not 
resemble normal letters issued 
by the Ministry of Education 
because such letters are sup-
posed to bear the initials of 
the person who typed them.

“When I sign, there are cop-
ies that remain at the Ministry 
of education which include at 
the Human Resource depart-
ment. So I asked if there were 
letters that remained at the 
ministry of education of which 
we did not find,” she said.

Ms Muneku further told the 
court that genuine recruit-
ment letters from the Ministry 
of Education are supposed 
to contain a Teaching Service 
(T’S) number.

She gave an example of 
such identification as “Mary 
Zulu number 50” and empha-
sised that even the handwrit-
ing appearing on the letters 
was not hers.

“There was a letter for 
Uniece Mutoba, Ireen Banda 
and two letters for Mwinga 
Chimunya.The original Copy 
is always with the person who 
has been transferred or em-
ployed which was not the case 
in this matter,” she said.

Trial continues in the matter.

ruling party demonstrates that 
its members worked hard.

Mr. Hamududu has since 
urged members of the ruling 
party to embrace members 
of the losing opposition and 
work together to move the 
country forward.

He has also called on politi-
cal party supporters to stop 
fighting on behalf of their 
leaders, noting that political 
leaders interact and eat to-
gether despite belonging to 
different parties.

On the same programme, 
Governance Expert Isaac 
Mwanza urged all the ag-
grieved losing candidates 
in the election not to incite 
their members to go to the 
streets but should seek redress 
through the courts of law.

Economic Freedom Fighters 
(EFF) leader Kasonde Mwenda 
has rejected the newly an-
nounced general election out-
comes, claiming the opposition 
vote was stolen and supporters 
faced widespread intimidation.

In a statement addressed 
to Tonse-Pamodzi Alliance 
president Brian Mundubile and 
coalition members, Mwenda 
expressed appreciation for be-
ing appointed to serve on the 
alliance’s Dubai Ballot Printing 
Observatory Mission and the 
National Election Results Centre 
Observatory Delegation at 
the Mulungushi International 
Conference Centre.

Despite describing the an-

The President said peace, 
justice and the rule of law 
were essential for national 
development, adding that the 
Government would defend the 
country’s peace, uphold the 

Constitution and safeguard 
democracy.

He called on Zambians 
to remain united under the 
national motto, “One Zambia, 
One Nation, One People,” saying 

the country had one destiny 
and should work together for a 
peaceful and prosperous future.

President Hichilema’s 
emphasis on peaceful elections 
and national unity is consistent 
with his earlier assurances 
that Zambia’s 2026 elections 
would be peaceful, credible and 
transparent.
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Messages of congratulations 
have continued to pour in 
from regional leaders, political 
parties and business institu-
tions after President Elect 
Hakainde Hichilema won Zam-
bia’s 2026 general election.

Kenyan President William 
Ruto said Zambia’s election 
outcome reflected the trust 
and confidence citizens have 
placed in Mr Hichilema’s 
leadership, adding that Kenya 
values its long-standing rela-
tions with Zambia and looks 
forward to deeper coopera-
tion.

The Zambia Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
(ZACCI) President Anthony 
Kabaghe also welcomed Mr 
Hichilema’s re-election, saying 
ZACCI expected continued 
collaboration with the govern-
ment on economic reforms, 
investment growth and 
policies that support business 
competitiveness and national 
development.

Opposition figures and 
political partners also joined 
in the messages. Organised 
People’s Party presidential 
candidate for the 2026 Gen-
eral Elections Brian Mushimba 
congratulated Mr Hichilema 
and urged him to use his new 
term to unite the country 
and strengthen democratic 
institutions.

United Prosperous and 
Peaceful Zambia leader 
Charles Chanda said the elec-
tion result was a victory for all 
Zambians, particularly those in 
rural areas, and called on op-
position leaders to respect the 
outcome and work together in 
the national interest.

Ruto 
congratulates 
Hichilema

National Union of Min-
ers and Allied Workers 
(NUMAW) president Saul 
Simujika has congratulated 
President-Elect Hakainde 
Hichilema on his re-election, 
calling for continuity and 

A Senior Immigration 
Officer stationed at Harry 
Mwaanga Nkumbula Inter-
national Airport has been 

NUMAW hails Hichilema’s re-election

Immigration officer detained

By  Ruth Kambita

By Luyando Mukuka

By Ruth Kambita

….Electoral Commission of Zambia lifts suspension on 
counting; first results due tonight

stability in Zambia’s mining 
sector.

Mr. Simujika says the min-
ing industry requires a stable 
and predictable environ-
ment to protect jobs, attract 
investment and support 
economic growth.

“On behalf of NUMAW, I 
sincerely congratulate His 

Excellency, President-Elect 
Hakainde Hichilema, on his 
re-election,” Mr. Simujika 
said.

“This victory comes with 
a renewed mandate and an 
opportunity to strengthen 
continuity, stability and con-
fidence in our country.”

Mr. Simujika says NUMAW 

is ready to continue engag-
ing Government and other 
stakeholders to ensure the 
mining sector remains pro-
ductive while safeguarding 
workers’ interests.

“A stable and predictable 
mining industry is essential 
for protecting jobs, attract-
ing investment and driving 

Zambia’s economic growth,” 
he said.

He has called for stron-
ger collaboration between 
Government, mining com-
panies and labour unions 
to promote decent employ-
ment, industrial stability and 
sustainable growth.

detained for allegedly 
attempting to irregularly 
facilitate the exit of Lusaka 
lawyer Jonas Zimba from 
Zambia.

Southern Province Police 
Commanding Officer Moo-

no Namalongo said police 
acted on intelligence 
received on the night 
of August 16, 2026, that 
some people had arrived 
at Victoria Falls Border Post 
and intended to cross into 

Zimbabwe.
Among those said to 

have arrived were Masheke 
Masheke, 39, a senior im-
migration officer based at 
Harry Mwaanga Nkumbula 
International Airport, Jonas 

Zimba, a Lusaka-based 
lawyer, and two other 
people. They were travel-
ling in a silver Mercedes-
Benz, registration number 
AJG 1731. 

Mr Namalongo said 

Mr Masheke entered the 
border post building to 
facilitate clearance of the 
motor vehicle and alleg-
edly stamped a Zambian 
passport that had not been 
scanned into the system 
and without lawful author-
ity.

He said the move 
prompted a customs of-
ficer to carry out a physical 
inspection of the vehicle, 
during which Mr Zimba 
was identified in the back 
seat and other officers 
were alerted. 

Before officers could in-
terview the occupants, the 
vehicle sped off, leaving 
Masheke behind.

Police later picked him 
up, warned and cautioned 
him for abuse of authority 
of office, and he remains in 
custody. The vehicle was 
later found abandoned at 
a lodge in Highlands Town-
ship, Livingstone. 

Department of Immigra-
tion Chief Public Relations 
Officer Namati Nshinka 
said investigations into the 
matter are continuing and 
that appropriate action 
will be taken once they are 
concluded.

Some of the world leaders  who have congratulated  
President Elect Hakainde Hichilema  in pictures.



Premier League chief executive 
Richard Masters has criticised Fifa 
president Gianni Infantino’s World 
Cup sell-off plan, saying the organisa-
tion has “pressed the self-destruct 
button” by delivering “a self-inflicted 
wound”.

Infantino is under increasing 
pressure over his attempt, later 
abandoned, to create a new company 
to manage the commercial and tick-
eting rights of all Fifa competitions, 
including the World Cups, with 21% 
to be sold off to a private investment 
company.

Fifa Forward Enterprise (FFE) was 
aborted after widespread criticism 
from several confederations, led by 
Uefa, which has threatened a boycott 
of all Fifa competitions.

Masters backed the English 
Football Association’s withdrawal of 
support for Infantino - and called for 
a new candidate for the presidency 
who could unify football.

“This is a problem of Fifa’s making,” 
Masters told BBC Sport.

“This is a self-inflicted wound. The 
organisation has pressed the self-de-
struct button, and the consequence 
of that flow now into the solutions to 
be that need to be found.”

Masters was speaking in a wide-

ranging interview before the start 
of the new Premier League season, 
which gets under way on Friday 
when champions Arsenal host pro-
moted Coventry.

Last week, Fifa and Infantino were 
accused of breaking trust “through 
deception”, in an open letter issued 
by Uefa, Concacaf and the Asian Foot-
ball Confederation.

The letter, signed by the presi-
dents and general secretaries of the 
three regional governing bodies, 
said recent controversy over the FFE 
proposal was fundamentally about 
“the integrity of the game, and the 
integrity of those elected to lead it”.

Earlier this month, Infantino 
received the backing of senior ex-
ecutives in a meeting in Morocco. 
The confederations of Africa, South 
America and Oceania have also 
backed Infantino.

The English Football Association 
is one of a number of organisations 
who have withdrawn their support 
for Infantino - who is scheduled to 
stand for a fourth term as president 
in March - a position backed by the 
Premier League.

“I don’t think the Fifa should be 
ever contemplating selling off a stake 
in the World Cup,” Masters told BBC 

Sport.
“They’re a not-for-profit organisa-

tion. They should really be holding 
that competition in trust for the 
future of football.

“I think it’s a bad idea, and the FA 
have taken the right position regards 
to Gianni [Infantino].”

At present there is no candidate 
who has put their name forward to 
stand against Infantino, before a 18 
November deadline.

While Masters would not be drawn 
on specific people, he did express a 
hope for a “unity candidate” to come 
forward who could bring together all 
federations to work together to bring 
positive change at Fifa.

He said: “I think an emerging unity 
candidate should have on his or her 
agenda reform of Fifa, and perhaps 
even reform of the president’s role 
and how it interacts with those 
things.”

Balogun World Cup red card sus-
pension ‘a big issue’

The recent World Cup in North 
America saw European champions 
Spain beat Argentina in the final to 
win the tournament.

However, it was a competition 
not without controversy, with one of 
the biggest issues surrounding the 

supension of a red card to USA striker 
Folarin Balogun.

He was shown a straight red for a 
foul on Bosnia-Herzegovina defender 
Tarik Muharemovic as the co-hosts 
won their last-32 tie 2-0.

President Donald Trump asked 
Fifa to review the automatic one-
match ban and it was subsequently 
suspended for a year, allowing him 
to play in the last-16 game against 
Belgium. The United States lost that 
match 4-1.

“We worry that about that particu-
lar episode, and of course we don’t 
know what happens,” added Masters.

“I don’t understand why Fifa 
doesn’t have a very straightforward 
red card review process in place, like 
we do in the Premier League, for ex-
ample. That I think would have would 
have would have been much a better 
way to proceed.

“Generally speaking, Fifa is sup-
posed to uphold non-political infer-
ence within the game of football. In 
fact, it’s part of its part of its promise 
that it won’t allow it to happen in 
the rest of the game. So I think it’s a 
big issue, and it needs to be thought 
through properly.”

BBC 

Mopani 
postpones 
2026 
Irh–Mopani 
Challenge 
Cup

Premier League chief says Fifa self-destructed over World Cup plan

Times Sport
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Mweemba, football family 
hail HH second term penalty

Mopani Copper Mines PLC has 
postponed the 2026 IRH–Mo-
pani Challenge Cup, which 
had been due to take place on 
Saturday 22 and Saturday 29 
August.

Following discussions with 
key stakeholders, the company 
said the postponement will 
allow more time to complete 
essential organisational and lo-
gistical arrangements required 
for the smooth staging of the 
two-legged competition.

In a statement issued to Real 
Times by Mopani Public Rela-
tions Manager Nebert Mulenga 
said a new date for the ties will 
be announced in due course.

Dr Mulenga confirmed 
that all other arrangements, 
including the participating 
teams, venues, prize fund and 
charitable component, remain 
unchanged.

The IRH–Mopani Challenge 
Cup is an annual competi-
tion funded by International 
Resources Holding (IRH), the 
majority shareholder in Mopani 
Copper Mines PLC. The tourna-
ment features Mopani-spon-
sored clubs Nkana and Mufulira 
Wanderers.

By Benedict Tembo

By Benedict Tembo

FAZ President Keith 
Mweemba and the foot-
ball fraternity have has 
congratulated Hakainde 
Hichilema on his re-
election as president of 
Zambia.

Hichilema, who is also 
FAZ Patron was re-elected 
for a second term of office 
with an overwhelming 60 
per cent margin after last 
Thursdsy’s threr phase 
general elections.

Mweemba wished 
President Hichilema 
good health, wisdom and 
success as he begins his 
second term and contin-
ues to lead the country 
towards greater develop-
ment and prosperity.

Speaking on behalf of 
the Zambian football fam-
ily, Mweemba commend-
ed President Hichilema 
for his continued support 
towards the development 
of football in the country.

He said the football 
family looked forward to 
strengthening its partner-
ship with Government 

and other stakeholders 
in creating an enabling 
environment for the 
continued growth and 
development of football 

at all levels.
Mweemba reaffirmed 

FAZ’s commitment to 
contributing to national 
development through 

football by creating 
opportunities for young 
people, promoting talent 
development, and using 
the game as a tool for 

unity and national pride.
He also wished Presi-

dent Hichilema a suc-
cessful second term 
and expressed hope for 

continued collaboration 
between Government 
and FAZ in advancing 
the interests of Zambian 
football.

Next year Infantino is hoping to win a fourth term as Fifa president


